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2f 2 ™ ra r t : n ? of Producing a hinged-lid packet (1) of cigarettes having an inner wrapping (7) formed by folding a first 
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METHOD OF PRODUCING A HINGED-LID PACKET OF CIGARETTES 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a method of 
producing a hinged-lid packet of cigarettes. 

The present invention is particularly suitable for 
producing hinged-lid packets of cigarettes having 
bevelled or rounded longitudinal edges, or a cross 
section with no edges , such as an at least partly 
circular or oval section. 

BACKGROUND ART 

The normal way of producing packets of this type - 
which comprises forming a foil inner wrapping about a 
group of cigarettes , applying and retaining a collar of 
cardboard or similar on the inner wrapping, and forming 
an outer package of cardboard or similar about the whole 
so formed - has various drawbacks, due to the difficulty 
normally encountered, for lack of square reference edges, 
in keeping the collar in position on the inner wrapping 
when forming the outer package. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
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a method which not only eliminates the aforementioned 
drawbacks in a straightforward, low-cost manner, but also 
simplifies formation of the inner wrapping, which is also 
problematic in the absence of square longitudinal edges. 
5 According to the present invention, there is 

provided a method of producing a hinged-lid packet as 
claimed in Claim 1 and preferably in any one of the 
following Claims depending directly or indirectly on 
Claim 1. 

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A non-limiting embodiment of the present invention 
will be described by way of example with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a view in perspective, with parts 
15 removed for clarity, of a hinged-lid packet produced 
using the method according to the present invention; 

Figure 2 shows a flat blank by which to produce an 
outer package of the Figure 1 packet; 

Figure 3 shows two superimposed flat blanks for 
20 producing an inner wrapping and a collar of the Figure 1 
packet. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 
Number 1 in Figure 1 indicates as a whole a hinged- 
lid packet 1 of cigarettes having a longitudinal axis 2, 
25 and comprising an outer package 3 made of cardboard or 
similar and defined by a body 4, and by a lid 5 hinged to 
body 4 along a hinge 6, crosswise to axis 2, to move, 
with respect to body 4, between an open position and a 
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closed position (not shown) • Packet 1 also comprises a 
foil inner wrapping 7 containing a group 8 of cigarettes 
9; and a collar 10 interposed between outer package 3 and 
inner wrapping 7 , and projecting partly from an opening 
5 11, in body 4, closed by lid 5 in the closed position. 

Packet 1 is defined, at opposite axial ends, by a 
top wall 12 of lid 5 and a bottom wall 13 of body 4, both 
substantially in the form of a flat oval, and comprises a 
lateral wall extending to both body 4 and lid 5, and in 
10 turn comprising a longitudinal front strip 14 and a 
longitudinal rear strip 15, which are parallel and 
substantially flat, and two opposite longitudinal curved 
strips 16 connecting the two front and rear strips 14 and 
15. 

15 As shown in Figures 2 and 3, outer package 3, inner 

wrapping 7, and collar 10 are formed by folding 
respective flat blanks 17, 18 and 19. 

As shown in Figure 2, blank 17 is substantially in 
the form of an elongated rectangle, extends along a 

20 longitudinal axis 20, and comprises, aligned along axis 
20, a central panel 21; two intermediate panels 22 and 
23; an end panel 24 connected to central panel 21 with 
the interposition of intermediate panel 22; and an end 
panel 25 connected to central panel 21 with the 

25 interposition of intermediate panel 23. 

The two intermediate panels 22, 23 are substantially 
identical, and each is substantially in the form of a 
flat oval, and is connected to the respective adjacent 
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panels 24,21; 25,21 along two pre-weakened straight 
portions 26 of its perimeter, which are crosswise to axis 
20 and connected to each other at the ends by two pre- 
weakened curved portions 27, which are positioned with 
their concavities facing each other and axis 20, and 
define, with straight portions 26, the contour of a 
respective wall 12, 13. Each of the two curved portions 
27 extends inwards of a respective curved edge 28 of 
respective intermediate panel 22, 23 to define, with 
relative curved edge 28, a curved rim 29, which is folded 
squarely in known manner by drawing relative intermediate 
panel 22, 23. 

Each panel 21, 24, 25 comprises a longitudinal 
central portion 30 of the same size as straight portions 
26 and defining, with the other central portions 30, 
front and rear strips 14 and 15; and two longitudinal 
lateral portions 31 located on opposite sides of relative 
central portion 30, and along which extend longitudinal 
crease lines 32. 

Once each intermediate panel 22, 23 is folded 
squarely with respect to the adjacent panels, each 
lateral portion 31 of each of the two end panels 24, 25 
is folded onto the relative curved rim 29 and relative 
lateral portion 31 of central panel 21 to define relative 
curved strip 16 of packet 1. More specifically, each 
lateral portion 31 of central panel 21 is divided into a 
lid portion 31a and a body portion 31b by a respective 
cut line 33 substantially crosswise to axis 20 and 
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connected to the other cut line 33 by a pre-weakened line 
defining hinge 6. Lid portion 31a is superimposed on 
respective lateral portion 31 of end panel 24, and is 
connected to relative curved rim 29 of intermediate panel 
22 to define a lid portion of relative curved strip 16; 
while body portion 31b is superimposed on respective 
lateral portion 31 of end panel 25, and is connected to 
relative curved rim 2 9 of intermediate panel 23 to define 
a body portion of relative curved strip 16. 

As shown in Figure 3, blank 19 is substantially 
rectangular with its major axis crosswise to a 
longitudinal axis 34, and comprises a central face 35 
coaxial with axis 34 and having a recess 36 at one end; 
and two identical lateral portions 37 and 38 located on 
opposite sides of central face 35, and along which extend 
respective crease lines 39 parallel to axis 34. Lateral 
portion 37 is defined outwards by a flap 40 parallel to 
axis 34 and extending, in the direction of axis 34, along 
the full height of lateral portion 37; while lateral 
portion 38 is defined outwards by a flap 41 parallel to 
axis 34, narrower than flap 40, and extending, in the 
direction of axis 34, along only part of the height of 
lateral portion 38. 

As shown in Figure 3, blank 18 is defined by a 
rectangular sheet of foil higher than and of 
substantially the same width as blank 19. 

When producing packet 1, blank 19 is superimposed 
on, and possibly glued to, blank 18 in a substantially 
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central position heightwise, but offset transversely, so 
that the whole of flap 40 projects laterally with respect 
to blank 18, and so as to define, on blank 18, two strips 
42 and 43 crosswise to axis 34 at opposite ends of blank 
19, with strip 42 adjacent to recess 36, and a 
longitudinal strip 44 projecting outwards of flap 41. 

A known tool, not shown, then forms on strip 42 a 
number of fold lines 45 parallel to longitudinal axis 34; 
and a number of oblique fold lines 46, which are located 
along strip 42 as a function of the offset position of 
the two blanks 18 and 19, to close the end of inner 
wrapping 7 more easily, by folding strip 42 into segments 
(Figure 1) , once blanks 18 and 19 are folded about group 
8 to form a tubular package not shown. 

In connection with the above, it should be pointed 
out that said tubular package is formed by superimposing 
longitudinal strip 44 of blank 18 on the inside of an 
opposite longitudinal strip 47 of blank 18; superimposing 
flap 41 on the inside of flap 40; and gluing flaps 40 and 
41 together; and that formation of the tubular package is 
assisted by the transversely offset position of blanks 18 
and 19, which eliminates the drawback of gripping strips 
44 and 47 between flaps 40 and 41, and enables flaps 40 
and 41 to be glued together. This therefore provides for 
achieving a relatively stable shape of both tubular inner 
wrapping 7 and tubular collar 10, and for preventing 
collar 10 from slipping transversely with respect to 
inner wrapping 7 when forming outer package 3. 
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In connection with the above, it should also be 
pointed out that superimposing blanks 18 and 19 
beforehand in the specific position described above 
provides for accurately forming fold lines 45 and 46, the 
5 position of which is a function of the relative position 
of collar 10 and inner wrapping 7; and that folding 
blanks 18 and 19 simultaneously to obtain inner wrapping 
7 and relative collar 10 greatly simplifies production of 
packet 1. 
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CLAIMS 

1) A method of producing a hinged-lid packet of 
cigarettes comprising an inner wrapping (7) formed by 

5 folding a first blank (18) of foil about a group (8) of 
cigarettes (9) : an outer package (3) formed from a second 
blank (17) folded about the inner wrapping (7) to define 
a body (4) and a lid (5) hinged to each other; and a 
collar (10) formed by folding a third blank (19) , 

10 interposed between the inner wrapping (7) and the outer 
package (3), and projecting from said body (4) to engage 
said lid (5) ; the method being characterized by 
comprising the steps of juxtaposing said third blank (19) 
and said first blank (18) in a given superimposed 

15 position, and simultaneously folding said first and said 
third blank (18, 19) about said group (8) of cigarettes 
(9) . 

2) A method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said 
first and said third blank (18, 19) are connected to each 

20 other in said given superimposed position. 

3) A method as claimed in Claim 1 or 2, wherein said 
first blank (18) is folded along fold lines (45 r 46) 
formed after the first blank (18) is positioned in said 
given superimposed position with respect to said third 

25 blank (19) . 

4) A method as claimed in Claim 3, wherein said fold 
lines (45, 46) are located on said first blank (18) as a 
function of said given superimposed position. 
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5) A method as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 4, 
wherein both said inner wrapping (7) and said collar (10) 
are tubular; said given superimposed position being a 
transversely offset position, wherein a first lateral 
portion (40) of said third blank (19) projects laterally 
with respect to said first blank (18) , and a second 
lateral portion (44) of said first blank (18) projects 
laterally with respect to said third blank (19) on the 
opposite side of the third blank (19) to said first 
lateral portion (40) . 

6) A method as claimed in Claim 4, wherein said 
first and said third blank (18, 19) are folded 
simultaneously into a tube, and are stabilized by 
connecting said first and said second lateral portion 
(40, 44) to laterally opposite portions (41, 47) of the 
third blank (19) and first blank (18) respectively. 
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